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THE CHAPTER ELECTIONS IN 1672
B. BLOOM and LYNN B. MITCHELL

LANSING

I-INTRODUCTION

destruction of records which
B occurredofintheNewcomplete
Mexico in August 1680, any documenECAUSE

tary material which originated prior to that date is of great
interest. Such is a mission document which was written in
the year 1672 at the convent of "San Diego de los Jemez"
and sent to the superiors of the Franciscan Order in the
"Province of the Holy Gospel" at Mexico City. There, (as
an endorsement on the back shows) it was filed with other
similar "Chapter Elections and Appointments," but today it
is in the library of the National Museum of Mexico, bound
with many miscellaneous documents in a series of volumes
under the vague title "Varios Asuntos." 1
From a facsimile copy, the Latin text has been deciphered by Dr. Mitchell, and he has also made the annotated
translation given below. Besides making the document
available in this way for comparative study, it may be of
interest for us to discuss some of the persons and places
mentioned in the report.
Who were present in this meeting? The custodian, of
. course, who presided, not by election of his fellow missionaries on the field but by authority from Mexico City. We
may think of spiritual authority as delegated from above:
the Pope as head of the Church in Rome, through the agency
of the Propaganda Fidei, delegated authority to the governing body of the Franciscan Order in Spain; they in turn to
(among others) the "Province of the Holy Gospel" in Mexico City; and they again designated (among others) the custodian for the "Custody .of the Conversion of Saint Paul" in
New Mexico.
1. Mexico, Museo Nacional, Asuntos, vol. 216, f. 14S·. The document consists of a
single folio sheet which was opened out flat and written upon transversely, front and
back. The handwriting is that of Fray Andres Duran.
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Who else were present in this meeting? At this time
New Mexico was entitled to ·a total missionary force of·
forty-nine, of whom forty-five were to be sacerdotes (Franciscans of the First Order) and four legos (brothers of the
Second Order) .2 Deducting the lay brothers (who would
not vote and no one of whom is named), our document seems
to state (as Dr. Mitchell explains in his notes) that all the
sacerdotes were at the meeting. But we find only thirty-one
names, whereas there should be forty-one. Had ten died or
left in less than two years?
It appears more probable that at least some of the missionaries serving at the more distant stations did not participate; in ,fact we cannot be sure that all of the thirty-one
named were present-all we do know, from this document,
is that they were all then active in the work and that they
were assigned as here reported. 3 From a survey of the
mission stations and their distribution, we may estimate
that not over twenty were actually present-including the
four who actually signed.
A little quick work with a pencil will show that the
twenty-six stations which are named occupied the whole
Rio Grande valley from the Summas below Paso del Norte
to Picuries and Taos in the north, and from Pecos on the
east to Oraibi and the Coconinos on the west. If a sketch is
drawn of the Rio Grande and its tributaries, the picture as a
2. Only a few years before this, the total had been as high as seventy. Just when
the reduction was made cannot be stated. The figures given are taken from a Libranz11
of August 5, 1671, in A. G. I., Contaduria 763B, ramo Datta, secci6n de "Guerras de los
Chichimecos," f. 6 et seq. The payment of this date was a total of 31,320 pesos which
was in part transportation costs of the last two dispatches of supplies and in part
an installment of the limosnas, or stipends, of the current triennium running from
August 3, 1669, to August 2, 1672. It is stated that the last report. received from
New Mexico (which must have left New Mexico late in 1670) stated that the effective
:force at that time was 33 sacerdotes and 2 legos; and included in the estimate were 12
S4cerdotes and 2 !egos who were then going out and who would bring the total force
up to 49. Supposedly these recruits had arrived some months before the date of this
meeting. On the other hand, very possibly some of the 35 reported in 1670 had, since
that time, died or returned to Mexico.
3. Fray Salvador de Guerra is not mentioned, yet he was in charge of the supplytrain which arrived earlier this year. Fray Garcia de San Francisco y ZUiiiga, a veteran of many years, is said to have died at Senecu January 22, 1673, but his name is
not here.
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whole becomes clear. And we should also mark the names of
pueblos which are not mentioned but which we know were
being cared for. The pueblo of the Jumanas and its visita
Tabira are not listed-perhaps they had already been wiped
out by their Gentile enemies ; but we will put down San
Lazaro, San Cristobal, Tesuque, J acona, Cuyamungue, Pojuaque, Santa Clara, Cochiti, San Felipe, and Santa Ana.
Apparently all of these were being cared for as visitas. The
picture is one of a wide spread and difficult field, and a very
limited band of workers. And we must not forget that the
Spanish population also looked to these same Franciscans
for any spiritual ministry and · consolation they received.
There were no secular clergy:
In any way in which we can figure it, most of those
here placed in charge of the mission stations went to their
posts alone, without a companion missionary. Yet the
Franciscans were a missionary Order, and it is significant
that their distribution shows a reaching out for "new
flocks": the Mansos and the Summas on the lower Rio
Grande, and the Coconinos west of Oraibi.
An analysis of the missionaries named in this document
reveals a number of interesting facts. At least one of them,
Fray Jose de Espeleta, had come to New Mexico about 1650
or earlier; a number of them had arrived only the year before.4 Of these latter Fray Pedro de Ayala, here assigned to
Hawikuh, was killed only a few weeks later in an Apache
attack on that pueblo; and it was Fray Juan Galdo (at
Alona) who recovered his body. Another of these thirtyone misisonaries, Fray Alonso Gil de Avila (here assigned to
the mission of AbO) was later serving in the mission of
4. Probably by mistake of a copyist some of the missionaries who appear in this
document are said to have come to New Mexico only in 1674 or even 1677; yet here
they were, in 1672. See, e. g., the data published in 1680 regarding those killed in the
Pueblo rebellion, in Maas, Misiones de Nuevo Mejico (Madrid 1929), 86-89.
The inaccuracy on the part of copyists thus revealed is reflected in the numerous
discrepancies noted by Dr. Chas. W. Hackett in a volume received just as we are
going to press: C. W. Hackett (ed.), Historical Documents relating to New Mezico,
Nueva Viscaya, a71d Approaches Thereto, to 1779 (Washington, 1937), III, pp. 3353ll9.
0
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Senecu when, in January 1675, he also was killed in an
Apache attack.
Of the others, twenty-one were. involved in the Pueblo
rebellion of 1680, twelve being among those killed in that
uprising 5 and nine of them being among those who escaped
that massacre. Of the nine who were saved in 1680 and who
are here named, 6 Fray Andres Duran was the storm-center
of a strange witchcraft affair at San Ildefonso in 1675; he
and Cadena were both in the siege of Santa Fe in August
1680. Mufioz is the one who served as chaplain for Governor
Manso back in 1658 at "los bafios de San Joseph de los
Jemez." 7 Fray Salvador de San Antonio was to be custodian of the missionaries who returned with Governor Diego
de Vargas in 1693; and still later, Fray Juan Alvarez was
to serve as custodian in 1703-1705.
Possibly one more name, that of Fray Felipe de Montes, 8
should be added to the above list of those who were killed in
1680. Probably Fray Benedicto de Ia Natividad had died
before that date. 9 Regarding six others, we know little
5. These were Frailes Juan del Bal (Val), Juan Bernal (here agent of the
Inquisition and assigned to Galisteo, but he was custodian in 1680), Jose de Espeleta
(already mentioned), Juan de. Jesus (here assigned to Sandia), Francisco Antonio
Lorenzana, Lucas Maldonado (here sent to Acoma and later killed there), Luis de
Morales, Antonio de Mora (at Taos), Juan de Talaban (here sent to the Summas,
rater killed at Santo Domingo), Tomas de Torres (here assigned to Jemez, later killed
at Nambe), Jose de Trujillo (here assigned to the Coconinos, killed in the Hopi country), and Fernando de Velasco (here sent to Socorro, later killed in the Pecos
country).
.
6. These nine were: Frailes Juan Alvarez (Paso del Norte). Francisco Gomez de
Cadena (Isleta), Andres Duran (San Ildefonso), Nicolas Hurtado (Summas), Nicolas
Lopez (custodian at this time) , Francisco Munoz (Sandia) , Diego de Parraga
(Cuarac), Salvador de San Antonio (Alamillo), and Anton.io de Sierra (Picuries).
7. This incident at "baths" in the Jemez country will be referred to again, below.
8. Among those killed in 1680, Fray Francisco de Ayeta reported the death of
Fray Jose de Montes de Oca, native of Queretaro, son of the (Franciscan) province
of Michoacan, who entered as a missionary in 1664. A. G. N., Historia 25, f. 17lv.
Bancroft gave his entry as in 1667; Father Otto Maas, Misiones de Nuevo Mejico, 87,
has it (from sources in Spain) as 1674. Fray Felipe de Montes signed in 1672 as one
of the definitors and his name is perfectly legible. In the circumstances under which
Ayeta wrote his dispatches of Sept. 11, 1680, it would not be surprising if he wrote
"Jose·· in place of "Felipe."
9. This father was one of four in this list who had come to New Mexico before
1658 ; the others being Espeleta, Munoz, and Jose de Paredes. Vide F. V. Scholes,
"The Supply Service of theN. M. Missions," inN. M. HIST. REV., V (1930), 208-210.
In 1668 Fray Benedicto was "loaded down with years and with ills," ( id., IV, 199)
and he was probably one of the three (unnamed by Ayeta) who had died a natural
death before 168j).
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except the fact shown by this document that they were
actually serving in the year 1672.10 Perhaps some of them
have been rescued from complete oblivion by the finding of
this scrap of paper.
We now come to a discussion of the place where this
meeting was held-"San Diego de Jemez." Hitherto we
have accepted the statement of earlier students that the
seventeenth century mission of this name was the one which
had been built at the Jemez pueblo of Guiusewa (Gui"-oo'sawa) the ruins ·of which are in the present-day Jemez
Springs. In earlier papers 11 we did not question this identification by Bandelier 12 and those who followed him, overlooking Bandelier's statement that he had "made but two
short visits to the Jemez country, and had neither time nor
opportunity for examining its ruins, except superficially."
Sometime it may be of antiquarian interest to see whether
this case of mistaken identity traces back to writers earlier
than Bandelier; our present interest is simply in recognizing that it was a mistake and in establishing the correct
identity of the San Diego mission.
It has long been known that the Franciscan Fathers
used at least three mission titles iri connection with their
seventeenth century work among the Jemez people: San
Jose de los Jemez, San Diego de los Jemez, and San Juan de
los Jemez. In 1630 Fray Alonso de Benavides 13 wrote of
the first two in the following way:
... we have congregated it (the Jemez "na:tion") in two pueblos; that is, in the (pueblo) of
San Joseph, which was still standing, with a very
sumptuous and beautiful Church and Convent, and
in the (pueblo) of San Diego of the Congregation,
10. These six are Paredes, Juan del Hierro, Juan Zamorano, Sebastian de Aliri,
Felipe Pacheco, and Juan de Galdo.
11. L. B. Bloom, "The West Jemez Culture Area," El Palacio xii (1922), 19-25;
and "The Jemez Expedition of the School (of American Research), Summer of 1922,"
ibid., xiv (1923), 13-20.
12. A. F. Bandelier, Final Report of Investigations . . . from 1880 to 1885, Part
II (1892), 200-217.
.
13. The Memoriaf of Fray Alonso de Benavides, 1690 (Aycr edition 1916), with
notes by F. W. Hodge and C. F. Lummis, p. 100.
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which for this purpose we founded anew, bringing
thither what Indians there were of that nation who
were going about astray ...

For many years also the remains of two mission
churches in the Jemez area have been known: the one at
Guiusewa already mentioned, the other at Cafion. 14 Having
from documentary sources the names of three seventeenth
century missions and having only two known ruins with
which to identify those names, we are in something of a
dilemma. However, "San Juan" first shows up after 1680,
so we may attack the problem by stating it in the form of
two alternatives: (1) if the mission at Guiusewa was San
Diego, where were the other two? (2) if at Guiusewa we
have the ruins of the San Jose mission, where were the
other two, and especially San Diego where this chapter
meeting was held?
If the first hypothesis is correct, then from the wording
of Benavides it would seem necessary to find somewhere a
"San Jose" mission, the church of which was more imposing
than the one which we have at Guiusewa. The church ruin
at Canon decidedly does not meet this requirement; the wall
construction is much inferior to that at Guiusewa, the dimensions and other architectural features do not compare
favorably with those of the alleged "San Diego." Evidently
14. For convenience I shall so refer to this site. Actually the ruin is a mile
north of Caiion, a Spanish-American settlement which is scattered from the boundary of the Jemez pueblo grant up the valley to a point five miles above the pueblo
where two forks of the Jemez river unite, as they emerge from the Guadalupe and San
Diego caiions. Separating these caiions. towers up the lofty penol, from the foot of
~hich extends southward for a mile and a half a lower point, or "the first mesa". as
Governor Vargas called it in 1694. On this long, lOw point is a prehistoric pueblo
ruin of the Jemez people called "Patokwa." A little to the north are the larger ruins
of a pueblo called Astialakwa which was being used by the Jemez in 1694 in connection with their refuge-pueblo high up on the peiiol. The upper pueblo is called Mashtiashinkwa (place of the thumb), though archaeologists are calling it Astialakwa
(place of the.index finger). If the reader will hold his open hand in vertical position with thumb on top, he will see why the Jemez people so name the two sites.
At the north edge of the Astialakwa ruins, on the first mesa, are the remains of
a Christian church which (as we shall see presently) was built in the summer of
1694 and was abandoned in less than two years.
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the hypothetical "San Jose" would have to be sought elsewhere than at Canon.
Sixteen years ago we pointed out the fact that the first
Europeans who visited the Jemez people 1 " entered the
region by way of Zia and went north, not by way of the San
Diego canon, but by way of the Vallecito Viejo and the upper
. Valles and in that part of the Jemez country they reported
seven pueblos. It is not clear whether they detoured westward to visit the three "Hot Springs" pueblos which they
also reported, but it is clear that in Coronado's time the
principal Jemez country was in the Valles section. As a
matter of fact, there are twelve major ruins in the Valles 16
as against nine in the Guadalupe-San Diego section. It
would therefore be reasonable to look for an imposing
church ruin in the Valles section. Thus far, the results of
diligent and repeated search have been entirely negative.
Several years ago it occurred to us that Bandelier may
have been mistaken in identifying the San Diego mission
with the old pueblo of Guiusewa; that we have there the
remains of the San Jose church described by Benavides in
1630. 17 A surprising amount of evidence has been our reward and it seems to establish certain facts beyond any
reasonable doubt.
15. Sec "West Jemez Culture Area," loc~ cit.
16. By the courtesy. of W. S. Stallings, Jr., we have tree-ring readings from
material gathered at three of these ruins which show occupation ranging from 1598
to 1657.
17. As one result of his studies in the records of the seventeenth century and
from his visits to the Jemez country, France V. Scholes has suggested this same possibility but he has not reached any definite conclusions.
In "A Critical study of the religious architecture of New Mexico" (unpublished
M.A. thesis, Yale, 1936). Mr. George Kubler has done a very fine piece of work
along an independent line of research. In concluding that the Gyusiwa (Guiusewa)
ruin was the San Jose of Benavides, he calls attention to the following facts among
others: the San Diego Mission was located in the middle of a plaza, which does not
fit the Guiusewa ruin; timbers in the walls in that ruin have yielded tree-ring readings of close to the year 1625 and they reveal no evidence of burning, though we know
that San Diego was so destroyed in 1680. Therefore, he concludes, it was San Jose.
Mr. Kubler follows Bandelier in identifying the Canon ruin as San Juan-which we
shan show is not in accord with documentary evidence; and he leaves the identifying
of San Diego undetermined.
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As we now see it, the earliest missionary work among
the Jemez people began in 1598-99 and centered at the
pueblo of Guiusewa. 18 Fray Alonso Lugo and perhaps several successors (unknown) ministered to this and neigh-:boring pueblos, 19 that of Amoshiumkwa being mentioned as
a visita as of about 1622.20 During part of the period from
1621 to 1626, Fray Geronimo de Zarate Salmeron labored
at Guiusewa, and it was during his service that the mission
was designated as San Joseph de los Jemez. But in the latter
part of this period, doubtless while Salmeron was laboring
among the Queres people, the Jemez people almost completely abandoned Guiusewa because of attacks upon them
and inadequate. food supplies and apparently for several
years the misl}ion was not maintained. It was revived after
Fray Alonso de Benavides came in as custodian in 1625 and
he sent Fray Martin de Arvide to the Jemez field-perhaps
as early as 1626. How long after Arvide took charge the
mission at Guiusewa struggled along is not known, but it
had passed into history before 1639. In records of that year
and from then until the Pueblo rebellion of 1680, the writer
does not know of a single mention in documentary sources
of more than one convent or mission among the Jemez
people,-and that one, as we shall show, was "San Diego de
Ia Congregaci6n." 21
18. A more detailed discussion of these early records will be found in a paper
by Dr. France V. Scholes, "Notes on the Jemez Missions in the 17th Century," to be
published shortly in El Palacio.
19. In a monograph, still unpublished, "The Jemez Puebl,o of Unshagi," Mr.
Paul Reiter of the School of American Research gives ,; tree-ring reading as late as
1604 from that pueblo, which is about three miles up the vallGY from Guiusewa.
20. This appears in Zarate Salmer6n, "Relaciones de Nuevo Mexi~o" (1629') and
Niel "Apuntamientos" (1729) as published in Documentos para la historia de Meo:ico
(1856), 3rd series, (title III), pp. 49, 99. The Jesuit father, Niel, was never in
New Mexico and got his facts rather badly mixed, and ·some copyist or the printer
made a bad job of reading his manuscript ; yet the pueblo names are recognizable.
21. The 1689 reference is to the record of an "aueriguacion sumario de todo 1o
susedido en dha custodia" in which one witness after another answers, among other
questions, one as to the killing of Fray Diego de San Lucas "en el convento de los
Hemes." See, e. g., the· testimony of Capt. Nicolas de Ia Mar y Vargas, in A. G. I.,
Patronato 244, ramo 7, p. 96. (This is one of the archives listed by the writer in
Seville, Spain, for copying by the Library of Congress. The paging indicated is that
of the LC facsimile.)
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The name of the Guiusewa mission persisted, however,
as a place-name. We have an interestin~ proof of this from
the record of a trial before the Inquisition in Mexico City
in 1660.22 Former governor Juan Manso was one of the witnesses called, and from one of his replies it appears that,
late in the spring of 1658,23 he was sick a,nd went for relief
to "the baths of San Jose de los Jemez." Because it was then
a region exposed to hostile Indians, he took along a few soldiers; and because the region was unsettled, he took along
one of ·the missionaries, Fray Francisco Munoz, to say
mass for him,-and for his use a booth of branches
( enrramada) was put up. Evidently they camped close to
the thermal springs, half a mile down the canon from the
deserted Guiusewa pueblo and San Jose mission, of which
there is no mention in this archive. And they were thirteen
miles up in the mountains from the nearest mission-San
Diego de la Congregaci6n de los· Jemez.
But our last sentence raises the question: does that
mean that the early San Diego mission was in the same place
where the Jemez pueblo stands today? Our answer is in the
affirmative. If. convincing evidence is shown that, at the
time of the Pueblo revolt in 1680, the only pueblo of the
Jemez people and the only mission among them were at the
place indicated, and since there is no mention of more than
one pueblo or mission as far back as 1639, how can we
think otherwise?
22. The case was that of Capt. Diego Romero, and a transcript of it was gotten
by Dr. France V. Scholes in 1927-28. It is among the facsimiles secured in 1930 which
is here of interest: ". . . se acuerda que siendo este declarante Gobernador de las
are now in the Coronado Library, University of New Mexico. rJ'he following excerpt
Prouincias del Nuebo Mexico, estando achacosso, fue a los baiios de san Joseph de
los Hemes, y Jlebo en su Campania cinco, o, eeis soldados de escolta par tocar en
tierra de guerra, y Juntamente !lebo capellan p,;_ra que le dijesse missa por ser en
despoblado. . . . " A. G. N., Inquisicion 586, exp. 1, f. 9v.
23. The date is fixed by the testimony of another witness in the Romero case,
Fray Nicolas de Chaves. On Sept. 18, 1660, he stated that about two and a half
years before, the Manso party reached the convent of San Marcos (where he was
alone) on "Saturday, vespers of the Most Holy Trinity." Trinity Sunday is the
8th after: Easter; and the party had been at the baths "seven or eight days.'! Ibid.,
f. 6.
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Perhaps the best approach to our discussion of the
San Diego mission will be to take a glance at the geographical character of theJemez country as a whole. The principal ruins of the old pueblos cover an area which spreads
from Peralta canon on the east to the Nacimiento range on
th~ west, and from the Valle Grande on the north to a mile
below the present pueblo on the south. More than any other
Pueblo people, the Jemez were the "highlanders" of New
Mexico, for the Spaniards found most of their pueblos on
lofty mesas among the yellow pine and usually protected on
one or more sides by sheer cliffs.
The first Spaniards who explored the Jemez country at
once recognized a significant fact: that the Indian pueblos
formed two fairly isolated groups, separated by a lofty
ridge which stretches south almost to the present Jemez.
The smaller, western group may be named the "San DiegoGuadalupe" and the more numerous and wide-spread eastern group the "Valles." There is no direct trail between the
two, 24 so how should the early missionaries organize their
work in evangelizing such a field'? Their solution was, (1)
the mission at Guiusewa to which the people of those neighboring pueblos should be drawn, and (2) another mission in
a suitable location at which could be "congregated" the
· people of the Valles pueblos.
In support of this reasoning we have an interesting
statement by Benavides in the 1634 edition of his Memorial.25 Mter some opening remarks about the Jemez people
and their country, Benavides continues:
Among those to whose lot fell the converting
of this nation was one Father Fray Geronimo de
Zarate who, being a good minister and linguist,
baptized there more than 61000 of these Indians.
He founded a very beautiful convent and a magnificent temple in the principal town dedicated to San
24. The old "Bland Trail" with some stiff climbs and detours, will take one
from .Jemez Springs across the mountains to Bland and so out to Cochiti.
25. This Spanish text was supplied me by the courtesy of Dr. France V. Scholes.
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Joseph. 26 This ·Religious, seeing that it was impossible for the "mountain" Indians. to be well administered, reduced them to living in a pueblo
which with their own help he founded at a very
suitable site of this same nation, and after he had
labored well on this and had b'rought thither a
multitude of people, it happened that this pueblo
was destroyed by fire, so that it was entirely depopulated and all the Indians returned to their
ancient mountain (homes) and many of them
scattered to other parts. And in the same. year
1628 I entrusted this "reduction" and the new
founding of the same pueblo to Father Fray Martin de Arvide (of whom we now have news that in
the year 1632 he suffered martyrdom in the province of Zuiii), who, with his great zeal, congregated great numbers of those Jemez Indians and
with their help and by his great industry and personal effort he founded again anew all that pueblo
with more than 300 houses and its very good
church and having cultivated for them lands in
which to sow and having put in the houses everything necessary to sustain themselves till the harvest, he brought to live at the pueblo a multitude of
people whom he was teaching and administering
very well, and I dedicated that congregation to the
glorious San Diego ...
In our understanding of this account by Benavides,
earlier missionaries in the Jemez field were followed by
·26. This statement that the San Jose mission was at "the principal town" of
the Jemez people calls to mind the statement of Onate who entered the Jemez country
from the north on August 3, 1598; on the 4th he descended to other pueblos of the
Jemez, "which altogether are eleven (of which) we saw eight, . . . on the 5th we
descended to the last pueblo of the said province, and saw the marvellous hot baths
which rise in many parts and have similar marvels of nature, in cold waters and
very hot." See A. F. Bandelier, Final Report . . . , Part II, 206, note.
Our interpretation of Onate's record is that, from his headquarters at San Juan
pueblo, he ascended Santa Clara canon and entered the Jemez country through the
V nile Grande. In the Valles section he visited eight out of eleven pueblos ; then by
detouring north (to head the deep intervening canon) he followed the old Indian trail
which udescends" through "Church cafion" directly to Guiusewa.
It should be noted 'that Benavides, in his survey of the various "nations" of New
Mexico, takes us in, and out, by the same route. After describing the Tewa country
he says: "'Passing over this river (Rio Grande) to the westward, at seven leagues
(twenty miles ! ) one strikes the Hemes nation . . . Turning back,. then, to the Teoas
nation from which we came out to go to the Hemes . . " "The Memorial of Frit:g
Alo118o de Benavide8, 1680 (Ayer tr., 1916), 24, 25.
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Zarate Salmer6n. At Guiusewa, the earlier church of the
time of Fray Alonso Lugo 27 was now developed into the
"magnificent temple" dedicated to San Jose. But, unable
from this point to minister to the Jemez people in their
mountain retreats of the Valles section, he established a new
pueblo-where Jemez pueblo stands today-and gathered a
great .number of them there. According .to data assembled
by Dr. Scholes, the founding of this pueblo could not have
been earlier than late in 1621, and the disastrous fire which
destroyed' it must have occurred within about two years,
incident to the evil influence of Governor Juan de Eulate.
Fray Martin de Arvide may have taken charge of the mission at Guiusewa as early as 1626; but it may be that he did
not come until1628 when (as Benavides here states) he was
given the specific task of "reducing'' the Valles pueblos
and refounding the pueblo which had been burned,-and
which Benavides now dedicated as "San Diego de la Congregaci6n."
This locating of the early San Diego mission seems to
find confirmation in the following description "of the convent of San Diego de Jemez" : 28 ·
A Congregation having been made from five
towns on account of the warlikeness of the Barbarians and because towns of the vicinity are perched
on the edge of cliffs, more than 5,000 were staying
around. Waters from melted snow are used for
drink, and cottonwood abounds, as in all the Cus27. For the sources as to this church, see F. V. Scholes, op. cit. But his interpretation of these sources may not be in accord with ours.
28. This is quoted from a facsimile copy, secured by Dr. Scholes, of a manuscript volume: Historica Relatio de Incrementis Gloriossis, ac TrOphaeis, Provintiae
Sancti Evangelii Mexicanae in hoe Novo Mundo Carolina Indiarum omnium Occidentalium Provinciarum Faecundae Matris. A. P. Fr. Augustino de Vetancut (sic) • . .
Huius Centuriae ab anno 1600 vsque ad annum 1681 acuratissime collectis.
The original of the passage quoted reads :
Ex quinque oppidis congregatione facta ob de be~tionem Barbarorum, et quod
appida rupium crepidine existant, viciniora, plusquam quinque millia fidelium commorabantur, aquii. Niuis liquae factae potiuntur, et gosypio abundant, quod per totam
Custodiam, ad codices (lodices ? ) , et traguba gosypina texenda portatur ad aedes
ad tria, et quatuor contabulata erecta per scalam ingreditur, portabilem.
Hie P. Fr. Joannes a Jessu Granatensis Prouintiae Appostolarum Petri, et Pauli
de Michoacan alumnus fuit occissus ac templum combustum.
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tody, and when logs are needed for their houses
they are transported as far as Zia (ad tria) on a
drag made of cottonwood, and (their houses)
erected four stories high are entered by portable
ladders.
Here, Father Fray Juan de Jesus, (native) "of
Granada, alumnus of the Province of the Apostles
Peter and Paul of Michoacan, was killed and the
temple (was) consumed in flames.
This condensed and rather jumbled statement seems to
hark back to the time of Fray Arvide and the rebuilding
of the San Diego pueblo. There were not five towns so
located in the Guadalupe-San Diego section, but there were
in the Valles group. From the head of the Vallecito Viejo
a trail climbs to the mesa-top on the east 29 which the Jemez
Indians call their "old viga trail." It may well be that Fray
Arvide had draught animals and that vigas were so transported to the new pueblo, six miles·away where the Vallecito
creek joins the main stream of the Jemez river.
Within the next ten years, 1628-<38, the mission at.
Guiusewa drops out of the records and doubtless as many of
their Jemez neophytes as the missionaries could hold on to
were transferred to the San Diego mission, thirteen miles
away. Thus San Jose de los Jemez disappeared; San Diego
de la Congregaci6n continued-to 1680.30
We now come to the confused and complicated shiftings
of the Jemez people during the period of Rebellion and Reconquest, 1680-1706. What happened during these years
can best be shown by use of the Vargas records, and we
shall also refer to several traditions of the Jemez people. 31
29. This old trail continues almost due east by way of Bear Spring (Ojo de
Oso) to Peralta canon and out to Cochiti on the Rio Grande. The most eastern
Jemez pueblo site which we have seen overlooks Peralta cafion.
30. Either some of the Jemez people remained inficles throughout the 17th century, or at times there were defections from the. mission. Late glaze-ware has been
found at a number of the Jemez ruins, and the reading "1657" has been found by
Mr. W. S. Stallings, Jr., in tree-ring material from B'o-litz-a-kwa (site 136, as listed
by the Laboratory of American Anthropology). This large ruin stands on the htgh
portrero west of the Poliza canon, about· ten miles from the modern Jemez.
31. None of the Vargas citations below are from transcripts or other secondary
sources; all of them are from original autos in the Spanish archives at Santa Fe in

98

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

This material might seem out of place in discussing the mission document of 1672, but it will help establish the identity
of San Diego de los Jemez in that year.
On October 23, 1692, Governor Diego de Vargas arrived at the old pueblo of Zia, which he found in ruins as it
had been left three years before by Governor Jironza. The
next day, at a distance of four leagues (10-11 miles) he
found this Queres people in a pueblo which they had built
on the second mesa of the "Cerro Colorado." The people
descended to "the first mesa" to receive him; and after coming to terms with them he "went on to sleep in sight of the
old pueblo of the Xemes, which march seemed to be two long
leagues (5-6) miles)." 32 Including the climb to the top of
the Cerro Colorado, this Zia ruin is nearly five miles west
of the present pueblo of Jemez; and Vargas may have
camped a half-mile up-stream.
The next day, Vargas marched "to the pueblo of the
Xemes which is found on the high mesas at a distance of
three leagues (c. 8 miles) from that which they had aban'doned." He described the ascent as very bad, yet he rode up
horseback; suvi a cauallo dicha questa. More than 300 Indians with bows and arrows came out to meet him, while
more than 200 others, armed, remained on top and on the
slope of its ascent. This would indicate a population at that
pueblo-refuge in 1692 of· at least a thousand people. In
making terms with them, he ordered them to return to their
abandoned pueblo, in front of which he was to pass that
night-on his way back to Santa Fe by way of Santa Ana
and San Felipe. They also agreed to send him some supplies
32.

N. M. M., Span. Archs., no. 53, ff. 143-145.

the Museum of New Mexico (cited as M. N. M.), or from photographic copies of the
teatimonios de autos in Mexico City and in Seville (cited respectively as A. G. N. 'and
A. G. I.). Especially complete and important are five legajos in the Archivo General
de Indias (A. G. I., Guadalajara 138-142) which were listed by the writer in Seville
in 1929 for photocopying by the Library of Congress and which were so secured. Of
course they duplicate the originals still at Santa Fe, but they also fill the gaps caused
by the pilfering of H. H. Bancroft and the late Territorial Secretary 'of New Mexico,
William G. Ritch. Those papers taken by Ritch were sold by his son to the Hunt-'
ington Library in 1927, but fortunately they included only a smaH part of the
original Vargas autos.
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in the morning. This auto closes with the statement as to the
distance marched, from the camp "in sight of the old pueblo
of Xemes" to the high mesa and back, as six long leagues
(16-17 miles) .33 All students are agreed that this pueblo
of the Jemez was on the peiiol or high promontory six miles
north of the present pueblo, and where the· Guadalupe and
San Diego_ cations come together. It is noticeable that in
these autos of 1692 there is no mention of any pueblo then
standing on the lower point, or "first mesa," though there
may have been.
Not until November 1693 did Vargas again visit the
Jemez at the peiiol. Again he slept at the old site, which had
not yet been made ready for renewed occupancy. This time
the distances given are shorter: from old Santa Ana to the
Cerro Colorado, five long leagues, and another long league to
the abandoned pueblo of the Jemez; and from there to the
peiiol and return, four leagues. 34
·
The people on the peiiol were very friendly, but the demand of Vargas for food supplies got only a meager response; they claimed that "the worm and the grasshopper"
( el gus ano y el capuli) had left them only the stalks. However, four Jemez captains followed after Vargas and about
nine o'clock that night appeared at his tent with many
friendly protestations, with a present of nine blankets and
a promise of more supplies-and with an urgent petition
that he allow them to remain at their new pueblo and con~
tinue to use their fields on both sides of the canon. They also
told him that they had picked out a good site for their
church and convent. Vargas told them he would give his
decision to their governor next day-when .the latter came
with the supplies ! Though not" so stated here, we shall see
that Vargas did grant this petition.
A separate auto was here inserted regarding an important event which happened earlier on this same day,
November 26. Vargas was already mounted and on the
33. Ibid., f. 145v. et seq. Next day (Sunday) after mass, Vargas marched 7 long
leagues to the deserted pueblo of Santa· Ana to sleep ; and next day went on;
34. A. G. N., Histo~ia 38, f. 42 et seq.
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point of leaving the penol when two Indians presented themselves before him, offering the greetings and the submission
of their people who were in a pueblo "on the last mesa of
that mountain." 35 They felt that the return of the Spaniards
would give them relief from their Tewa and Tano enemies
and from the Apaches of various bands who were constantly
descending upon them to kill those who went to their fields,
and to rob and take captives. Because of such constant
aggressions these Jemez had left their pueblo (meaning
San Diego), going to the said mesa, and they also said that
other Jemez refugees were likewise living on other mesas
of the said mountain and of different mountains, but that
when spring came, they would descend to live again in their
said pueblo. Vargas encouraged them in this resolution,
urging the benefits which they might have from the Spaniards. At old San Diego they had many good lands on
which to sow all kinds of crops which they might barter for
the cloth of the Spaniards which they esteemed so highly,
and for other effects which cost less; and he assured them
not to fear to descend to their said pueblo. 36
In May, 1694, we have mention of "the two pueblos
of the two mesas." The war-captains of Zia and Santa Ana
came to Santa Fe to report a fight which their people had
had with Jemez Indians at the old deserted pueblo "near
the road." One Jemez prisoner said he was captured "while
going to sow the field of the governor down the cafion."
Another Jemez prisoner blamed the ambush on "the Queres
Indians who live on the second mesa, on the first (mesa) of
which they have their said pueblo of the Gemes." It developed that this one knew about the killing of "Padre
Hies.us" and he was held to point out where the body was
buried. 37
35. This phrase, and the distance elsewhere given, point to Amoshiumkwa which
stood a long eight miles north, west of the head of Virgin canon .. This other pueblo of
refugees was occupied by Queres from Santo Domingo and by Jemez from the deserted
"San Diego." The two Indian spokesmen were Andres of Santo Domingo and "the
governor Joseph"-the latter evidently Jemez.
36. A. G. N., Historia 38, ff. 4.0v-49, passim.
37. A. G. N., Historia 39, ff. 104-107. Padre Juan de Jesus had been killed in
August 1680 at "San Diego de los Jemez." We shall see where the body was found.
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The Jemez were again rebellious. They had abandoned
their new pueblo on the first mesa and were again above on
the pefiol. So in July, 1694, we find Vargas marching
against them with some fifty Spanish soldiers and many
Queres allies from San Felipe, Santa Ana, and Zia. Leaving this last pueblo just at dark on July 23, the force
marched four long leagues and halted soon after midnight.
Half of the soldiers at once proceeded up San Diego canon,
since they were to gain the second mesa from the rear and
had farther to go. Just at dawn, Vargas with the remaining force climbed to the first mesa, to make the frontal
attack "by the principal trail by which the Xemes descended
to their fields and to the pueblo of the (first) mesa which
they have left."
The battle was a serious defeat to the people of this
pueblo, for Vargas captured 361 women and children (only
ten women got away), and he also took all their store of
corn-which was badly needed at Santa Fe. During his
operations at the pefiol, he established his camp in the
pueblo on the lower point, 38 with three of the four entrances
walled up for better defense; and for seven days he used his
prisoners and the Indian allies, two trips each day, in looting
the captured pueblo and packing the plunder down the
trail. 39 A loaded mule-train was at once sent off for San
Felipe, whence carts relayed the corn to Santa Fe. But it
was found possible to bring the carts in "as far as the old
pueblo which the rebels had left (1680) at a distance of a
league and a half (four miles) before arriving at this said
mesa." Actually, on August 5th, the fourteen carts were
brought "within sight" of the mesa "at a distance of a
little over a league," and 240 fanegas of corn were soon
carried to them from the first mesa.
On the afternoon of August 8th, Vargas started 364
prisoners off on the road for Santa F'e, but he went on
38. Apparently the promised church had not yet been built; at least Vargas had
an enramada in the plaza for the saying of mass.
39. Stripped of its su.pplies, the pueblo on the peiiol was burned on August 2nd.
Ibid., f. 212.
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ahead with a squad of twenty soldiers, and in the first plaza
of the deserted Jemez pueblo of 1680, with the help of two
Indian informants and in the presence of the Santa Fe
town-council and the missionaries who were with him,
Vargas located and disinterred the remains of the martyr,
Fray Juan de Jesus. 40 He slept that night at Zia pueblo and
he reached Santa Fe with the bones of the martyr in the
early morning of August lOth.
Six days later, representatives of the J~mez who had
been defeated at the penal appeared before Vargas in Santa
Fe to beg for the return of their families. He told them
that they might have them back after the Jemez had returned to their old pueblo and rebuilt their church, and if
they proved their good faith by helping him conquer the
Tewas and the Tanos who were still in rebellion. These
terms were complied with, and the prisoners were released
at Santa Fe on September llth. 41
·
•
Two weeks later, September 24, Vargas set out from
Santa Fe to escort to their assigned posts in Pecos, San
Felipe, Zia and Jemez the missionaries assigned to them;
and in each pueblo also he had the people elect their officers as before the rebellion, and he took their oath and gave
to them their baras y bastones.
At Santa Ana he found awaiting him "four captains
of the rebels who are living on the mesa of San Juan, two
:from the Jemez Indians who separated from the said pueblo
(old San Diego) and went to that mesa in years passed
(1680?) in company 'with the Queres of the pueblo of Santo
Domingo, and likewise other two captains representing
those of Santo Domingo . . . and they most humbly asked
my pardon and promised that they would live as Christians
and as vassals of His Majesty." Vargas took off a rosary
and placed it on the neck of one of the captains, and sent
word that their people must descend from their mesa to that
of the pueblo of Xemes, whither he was going (God will40. A. G. N., Historia 89, If. 216-218.
41. Ibid., 228, 300. In this case, "their old pueblo" seems to refer to the one on
the first mesa.
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ing) to make a visit and to leave anew the padre whom he
was taking thither. 42
On the next day, Vargas entered "the pueblo and mesa
of the Xemes nation which by force of arms I fought and
reconquered," and the people were found "to have complied
more than exactly in everything, for which I gave infinite
thanks to the Divine Lady and our Protectress in the said
Reconquest, for which reason, and the said pueblo having
as advocate the titular saint San Diego, I gave to the pueblo
the said Saint and called the· said mesa 'of San Diego de al
monte y nuestra Senora de los Remedios.' " Thus the ·advocacy of the Jemez patron saint was transferred to the
Canon site-but under a different title. 43
With Fray Francisco de Jesus, the one assigned to this
mission, Vargas went to the house which had been provided
and appointed for his residence, "and they found it ample
in every respect for the official and household needs of four
Religious.'' 44 Without doubt the Indians built at this time
the modest church of which parts may still be seen.
As for the "newly added pueblo" of those living on
"the mesa of San Juan," the autos of September 1694 describe only the electing of their officers. Apparently Vargas
42. Ibid., f. 317. Note that the upper. or second, mesa is here called "the mesa
of San Juan."
48. Ibid., f. 321. In later autos some variations of the new title occur: "el pueblo
de San Diego de a! monte" (M. N. M., Sp. Archs., no. 59, f. Sv.) ; "el pueblo de Ia
messa de San Diego del Monte" (ibid., f. 19) ; and also the old form, "el pueblo de
San Diego de los Hemes," coupled with the title of the other pueblo still on the upper
mesa, "el pueblo de San Juan de los Hemes" (ibid., f. 11).
It must have been at about this time that two remarkable paintings appeared
(miraculously, in the sim;ple faith of the Jemez people even today) upon the sheer
walls of the towering peiiol. On the eastern wall may still be distinguished the
gowned form of San Diego and below (but small in proportion to the saint) is the
profile of a burro-thus indicating symbolically "San Diego de los Jemez."
On the western wall, near the entrance· to Virgin caiion, is a painting of the
Virgin ; but in the course of centuries her title has been metamorphosed from "de
los Remedios" (protectress of the Spaniards) to "de Guadalupe"-the Virgin of the
native American race..
Jemez tradition, of which there are two versions, connects the miraculous
"appearing" of San Diego with the battle of July 24, 1694. The reader may doubt the
mira~le, yet he is apt to gaze with awe at the incredible achievement of those
paintings
44. A. G. N., Historia 89, f. 322.
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allowed them to delay their promised move back to the old
"San Diego" site until the following spring. 45 They may
have delayed even then, 46 but at least the change had been
made before March of 1696, as is revealed by the autos of
that time. Probably some time in 1695 the Jemez refugees
had been brought back from the "mesa of San Juan" and
established at the site of old "San Diego." At the same
place where Fray Arvide, nearly seventy years before, had
founded the mission San Diego de la Congregaci6n there
now stood, for a few brief months, the mission of San Juan
de los Jemez in charge of Fray Miguel Tirzio.
For a year and a half, since September 1694, most of
the missionaries had been at their posts without the escortguards which they were intended to have, and early in 1696
there were premonitions of disaster unless this state of
affairs was changed. On March 7th, the custodial chapter
gave Vargas a formal request for such guards. Vargas
replied that he had only a few soldiers available for such
duty and asked for a statement of what each missionary
felt he should have. 4 7
In the custodian's reply of March 13, Fray Miguel
Tirzio, minister of the mission of San Juan de los Xemes,
asked for eight or ten well-armed soldiers because he was
on· the frontier; Fray Francisco de Jesus, minister of the
pueblo of San Diego de los Xemes, seemed satisfied with
four soldiers whom (he said) Vargas had left him.
45. In a letter dated Jan. 10, 1695, replying to the viceroy who wanted to know
how many pueblos had been reduced, Vargas said of the Jemez pueblos: "En Ia Mesa
de San Juan se halla tambien Poblada Ia mitad de dha Nazion queres del Pueblo de
St• Domingo y Ia otra mitad de Ia Nazion de los Gemes que tiene su Pueblo en Ia Mesa
de San Diego con su Ministro cuya feligresia se compone de 405 persons Y tengo nombrado Alcalde m •r y capn a guerra . . . Ibid., f. 381.
46. In September 1695, Vargas was not in Santa Fe when the alarming news
came that there were French "on the plains of Cibola." He was out "en lia visita de
los queres y Gemes de Ia cordillera"-which perhaps meant that he was putting pressure 'on the pueblo of San Juan.
47. This was his analysis: of the 100 soldiers in the presidia) force, two squads
of 30 each had to guard the horse-herd; 10 guarded the gate of the villa; two squads
of 12 each were going with the pack-train to El Passo--Ieaving 4 available. M. N. M.
Sp. Archs., no. 59, f. 6.
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Vargas next offered to supply twenty-four guards at
his own expense, to be stationed, four each, at six strategic
or exposed points. He offered none for Zia, as the padre
there could have the help of the alcalde mayor and the eight
soldiers whom he offered for the two Jemez pueblos; San
Juan being only two leagues away and San Diego four
leagues from Zia.
On March 22, the custodial chapter reported to Vargas
the replies of the missionaries to his proposal. 48 Thoroughly
alarmed at the general danger which seemed to them now
so threatening, they begged Vargas to close the missions
and remove all property until better protection could be
afforded. The governor replied on the same day, again
analyzing the situation and showing how each mission could
best be maintained under the circumstances.49 As is well
known, only two months later came the last Pueblo outbreak,
with the death of five of the missionar~es and twenty-one
other Spaniards. What happened in the Jemez country can
be briefly told.
On June 12, 1696, the Pecos governor brought to Santa
Fe two prisoners, one of whom was "an Indian of the mesa
of San Diego de los Gemes called Luis Cunixu" who had
48. From the two Jemez missionaries came these replies :
El P. Predicador, Fray Francisco de Jesus, ministro presidente del Pueblo de
San Diego de los Hemos, dize, que a V. S. dijo, y pidio para su seguridad todo el preo;idio, y no siendo posible (como V. S. respondio) dize, que no vi no a bus car la
muerte sino la Vida espiritual destos pobres, y assi, que no yra, y que si acasso le
llamaren administrar, yra conosciendO moralmente el que puda yr, y que no teniendo
escolta procurara ponerse en saluo.
Er P. Predicador, fray Miguel Tirzio, ministro, presidente del Pueblo de San Juan
de los Hemes, dize que ni doze ni catorze hombres son sufficientes, y que si V. S. da
sinquenta hombres para Hemes y Sia, assistira con todo gusto, que lo demas es yr
a.l peligro de Ia muerte sin esperanza de fruto en sus almas. Ibid., f. 11.
49. Vargas' plan for the Jemez missions was thus stated:
. . . y en quanto a los Reverendos Padres de los Pueblos de San Juan de los
Xemes y de el de Ia mesa de San Diego del Monte [fr. Miguel Tirzio y) fr. Francisco
de Jhs con los quatro hombres que a cada Vno ofrezi darles pueden aseguarse pasandosse el dho Padre (fr. Francisco) al dho Pueblo de San Juan y Vnida Ia dhe gente
con el alcalde mayor desde dho Pueblo passar ala administrazion de los Santos Sacramentes hallandose a Vna legua larga de distanzia y dho Padre fr Miguel Tirssio de
dho Pueblo de San Juan puede de esta suerte hallarse resguardado como asegurado
Juntamente con la dha escolta Vnida en dho Pueblo de San Juan estando en el el suso
dho Padre fr. Francisco de Jhs y de esta suerte onesta la mundanza del ganado q.
tubiere y goza de sus bastimientos para au sustento.
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entered Pecos the day before carrying a reliquary as
proof that Fray Francisco de Jesus had been killed. It contained various relics, including a piece of the lignum Crucis
and an ecce homo.
He was immediately examined. Asked what Spaniards
were with the father guardian, he said that the father was
alone and that the interpreter had gotten him out on the
pretext that he should go to confess an Indian woman, and
that between the said interpreter and a war-captain they
had killed him. Asked as to what the father said when they
seized him, he said that he called on God our Lord and on
the Most Holy Virgin that she would aid and shield him;
and that immediately they clubbed him to death, and that
they downed him in the plaza and threw his body in the door
of the church. Also that the Spaniard who happened to be
in that pueblo was taken out on pretext that he should go for
a walk in the orchard 50 and that there they killed him.
Asked what they did with the two women who were then in
that pueblo together with two boys, he said that the governor took the women, saying that they were his servants, and
that the interpreter Francisco had the boys, one being a son
of Capt. Juan Olguin and the other of Francisco de Apodaca.
He also stated that "Diaguillo" had killed an Indian named
Cristobal because he was friendly with the Spaniards, could
talk Castilian, and was tale-bearing. Asked how many
Spaniards were killed in "the old pueblo of San Juan" 51 he
said that they had killed the alcalde mayor Capt .. Juan Olguin
and Melchor Trujillo, and that it was Diaguillo who did it.
And who had sent him. with the reliquary to Pecos? "The
governor of the pueblo of the Xemes." 52
50. Unitil recent years trees of this orchard were still standing in Guadalupe
eaiion.
51. San Juan is here called "the old pueblo" because it was on the site of the
first San Diego.
52. After some further questioning this prisoner and two others were taken out
and executed by three shots of an arcabus. Governor· Vargas solemnly pronounced the
death sentence, "in his Palace in the V ilia of Santa Fe, standing as when holding an
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In this outbreak of 1696 the Jemez of "San Diego deal
monte" abandoned their pueblo on the first mesa and retreated to the penol. Here they drove off a vigorous attack
made by Don Fernando de Chavez, 53 but they lost thirty-two
warriors. The survivors then abandoned the penol also and
fled, scattering (according to later investigation by the
Spaniards) some through the Valles region, and beyond to
Cochiti and even to Taos; other northwest to the "Apaches
de Navajo," to Hopi, to Acoma. Some fled at first only to
"the pueblo of the mesa. of San Juan" which lay three
leagues (eight miles) north of the penol. To this retreat
fled also some of the Jemez who at this time completely
abandoned the San Juan mission. A hundred and one Jemez
were said to be in the pueblo on San Juan mesa, but when
a scouting party investigated, it was found completely deserted-and all the coscomates (storage places for corn)
were empty.
The Spaniards sought in vain throughout the mountains
and canons for pueblos-and for hidden corn. They saw
only one Jemez warrior, who (from a safe distance) told
them that his people wanted nothing more to do with the
Spaniards; that when the elotes (green corn) was finished,
they were going to the Apache country to live. When Vargas
wrote to the viceroy late in November, 1696, he had to list
the Jemez pueblos as two of the five which had not yet been
"reduced."
Another decade was to pass before the present pueblo
of Jemez was reestablished on the old site of San Diego de
la Congregaci6n. Apparently not before 1703 were any of
the fugitives won back; others were found in the Navaho
53.

M. N. M., Sp. Archs., no. 60b, f. 86.

audience, with his hat upon his head, with belted sword, and in;his hand his wand
as governor and captain general." M. N. M., Sp. Archs., 60a, ff. 35-61.
Some details of the martyrdom of Fray Francisco survive in Jemez tradition. In
1849 the governor told Lieut. Jas. H. Simpson "that, when Jiving upon the mesa
between the canons of Guadalupe and San Diego, there caine another padre among
them, whom, whilst on his way to receive the confessions of a sick man, they killed."
Simpson, Journal of a Military Reconnaissance from Santa Fe to the Na'Uajo Country
(1862), 22.
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country in 1705, "but they did not return then." But finally
in 17.06, under the titular advocation of San Diego, some of
the Jemez people who had survived the vicissitudes of the
rebellion and reconquest were home again. Sadly reduced
in numbers, they were the remnants of the two deserted
pueblos of San Diego al Monte and San Juan de los Jemez. 54
A BIT OF TRADITION

Having decided from documentary sources that "San
Diego de la Congregaci6n" was on the site of the present
pue9lo, the writer recently inquired of a Jemez friend
whether his people knew just where the old church and convent stood. "Juan, many years ago your people told me that
the old men had burned down the older pueblo which was
here-that they held blazing torches to the vigas of the
houses, while the women and children stood across the
river and watched the terribl.e fire. Do you know, did they
burn the church at that time?" "I don't know; the old men
did not say." "Well, do you know where the old church and
convent stood before the church which you have now?"
"Why, yes," he replied, "I'll show you."
54. The name "San Juan" appears in the records as late as 1716 when 123 more
Jemez refugees came back from Hopi-land. See 0 The Martinez Campaign against
the Moquis," in N. M. HIST. REV., VI (1931), 153'-226.
C. W. Hackett, Bandelier: Historical Documents, 366-381, passim, gives us several
items from the year 1706. One of those who could talk Castilian was the governor of
"San Diego de los Xemes," Don Luis Conitzu. (.Was he by any chance ·a son of
Luis Cunixu above, executed in June 1696?)
Again, the Custodian, Padre Fray Juan Alvarez, writing .from Nambe on January
12, 1706, speaks of Jemez as "five leagues" (13 miles) from Zia. The distance suggests that the firs~ effort to restore a Jemez mission was made at "San Diego al
Monte" in Caiion. Unfortunately the Bandelier transcript regarding Jemez is
fragmentary :
."In the mission of San Diego, composed of Xemes . . . Indians and distant from
Santa Fe 34 leagues, is Father Fray Agustin de Colina. There is no bell, and only
one old ornament and an old missal; there are no vials. The church is being built.
There are about 300 Christian Indians . . . and others keep coming down from the
mountains, where they are still in insurrection."
Lastly (p. 381) in a report dated "Santa Fe, August 18, 1706" the governor
included in a list of places named: "San Diego Y San Juan de los Xemes."
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The place to which he took me is an open space just
east of the acequia madre over which anyone passes in
going down to the present home of the Franciscan fathers.
Perhaps sometime the archaeologist can tell us whether these
are the ruins of the San Juan mission, or of the earlier
San Diego de la Congregaci6n, or of the earliest Salmeron
church--or perhaps of all three. Meanwhile anyone who
pauses beside this low mound of melted-down adobe can
realize that he is near the spot where Fray Juan de Jesus
was martyred; where in 1672 the missionaries of all New
Mexico gathered in council; where in 1661 the unfortunate
and distraught Fray Miguel Sacristan hanged himself;
where in 1639 Fray Diego de San Lucas was killed in a
Navaho attack.

When the following document was written, doubtless
the Jemez valley was as beautiful as it is today. The population of the pueblo must have been approximately 1,000
souls, and the houses rose, at least in some parts, to four
stories high. In the midst of "the first plaza" stood the
church, and hard by was the convent which was said to be
"the finest in all New Mexico." 55 In 1672 it was the residence of the Father Custodian and the center of missionary
work in the entire province.
55.

A. G. N., Tierras 3268. f. 286v.
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11.-TEXT

IN NOMINE DOMINI NOSTRI IESUCHRISTI HAEC EST
CAPITULARIS 1 HUIUS ALMAE CUSTODIAE 2 CONVERSIONIS
SANCTI PAULI NOVI MEXICI.
In diffinitorum 3 electionis, et ministrorum institutiones,
qui ut Servi in Domino, et Religiossi, necnon animarum
Salutis Cupidi, et fervidi Super novum gregem Domini
Nostri Iesuchristi, verbo, et exemplo ipsum diligenter, pascant, Longe, Lateq, fid_em Catholicam amplificent propagandam-Electio fuit Canonice Celebrata in hoc Nostro
Capitulari Conventu 4 Sancti Didaci de Hemez Pressidens ad
Capitulum Rdus Pater frater Nicolaus Lopez, Predicator
Iubilatus 5 et Custos huius Almae Custodiae, Congregatis
omnibus Vocalibus, 6 electi constitutiq.:
Sunt Patres Emeriti ----------------------------In Primis lgitur electi sunt in Diffinitores Reverendos
Patres
Patrem fratrem Andream Duran.
Patrem fratrem Ioannem Bernal.
Patrem fratrem Philippum Montes.
Patrem fratrem Ioannem Galdo.
In Ministros, et Guardianos, 7 Sunt electi:
(We are indebted to the Rev. Father Theodosius Meyer, O.F.M., of Lumberton,
New Mexico, for assistance in translating so~e technical terms according to the
usage of Franciscan friars.)
1. Capitulum ought to mean Chapter. Tabula capitularia here means the record
of the meeting of the governing board of the Custodia. The Franciscans also call it
"tabula definitionia" or Chapter Paper.
2. Cuatodia, a district containing at least eight monasteries was called a Province. Those which had fewer monasteries were called Custodies.
8. Difjinitor, definer, or consultor. These constituted the Chapter board of control, which in a Cuatodia consisted of the Cuatos (Vice-Provincial, Superior, or Prelate) and four consultors.
4. Conventus, a monastery. The term monastery was u.,.,ed by the Franciscans
to designate a church-residence which had at least four priests to say the Divine Office
in Choir. At times some of the missions (e.g .. , Acoma) were actually monasteries,
but most of the stations were really rectories-a term applied to places which had
fewer than four priests. I have used the term "Mission" throughout to designate the
various stations. ·as that term is familiar to all readers.
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III.-TRANSLATION
IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THIS IS THE
RECORD OF THE MEETING OF THE GOVERNING BOARD 1 OF THE
MOTHER CUSTODY 2 OF THE CONVERSION OF ST. PAUL OF NEW
MEXICO.

For the election of Diffinitors 3 and installation of
pastors who, as servants of our Lord Jesus Christ, shall by
word and example feed the same, and far and wide shall
propagate and extend the Catholic faith-An election was
. held in accordance with Canon Law in this our Chapter
Mission (Conventu) 4 of San Diego de Jemez, with the Rev.
Father friar Nicolas Lopez, preacher jubilatus, 5 presiding,
who is also the Superior of this Mother Custody, [and] with
all assembled who are entitled to vote. 6 Elected and constituted:
The Fathers Emeriti (retired or superannuated)
are --------------------------------- (blank)
First, there were elected as Diffinitors the Reverend
Fathers
Father friar Andres Duran
Father friar Juan Bernal
Father friar Felipe Montes
Father friar Juan Gal do
As Pastors and Rectors, 7 there were chosen:
5. Predicator JubifutU8, a preacher who has celebrated his jubilee--fifty years
in service.
6. Congregatia omnibus Vocalibus. This phrase is translated in the usual way
according to construction ; but in view of the apparent absence of Fray Andres Duran
and others, it might be translated: ."all who had assembled being entitled to vote."
7. Guardianus and mimiater. These terms indicate different functions of the
priest in charge. G!tardianus was the title of the friar in charge of the monastery.
In as much as a place which had fewer than four priests was called a uRectory," I
have translated Guardianus as "Rector," the one who was the Superior in his capacity
as the head of the group of priests stationed in· one place. Miniater (Latin) refers to
the functions of a priest in reW:tion to the cure of souls (cura animarum). He said
Mass, baptized and married the living, and buried the dead. I have translated Miniater
as Pastor (the Shepherd of the flock) .
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In hoc Almo Capitulari Conventu Sancti Didaci de
Hemez, Guardianus, et minister, Pater frater
Thomas de Torres ______________________ lnstituitur
In Conventu Sancti Dominici, Guardianus, et minister,
Pater frater Ioannes del Val ~----------- Instituitur.
In Conventu Assumptionis de Tzia, Guardianus, et
minister, Pater frater Philippus Pacheco __ .Instituitur.
In Conventu Conceptionis de Ia Villa, Lector, 9 et
minister guardianus, Pater frater Ioannes del
Hierro ------------------------------- Instituitur.
In Conventu Sancti Ildefonsi, Guardianus et minister,
Pater frater Andreas Duran _____________ Instituitur.
In Conventu Sancti Francisci de Sandia, guardianus et
minister, Pater frater Franciscus Munoz __ Instituitur.
In Conventu Sancti Antonii de Ia Ysletta, Guardianus
et minister, pr fr. Franciscus Gomez de Ia
Cadena ------------------------------- Instituitur.
In Conventu Sancti Marci, Guardianus et minister,
Pater frater Franciscus Antonius Lorenzana
Instituitur.
In Conventu Sanctae Mariae Angelorum de Pecos,
Guardianus et minister, frater (sic) Ludovicus de
Morales ------------------------------ Instituitur.
In Conventu Conceptionis de Quarac, Guardianus et
minister, Pater frater Didacus de Parraga __ lnstituitur.
In Conventu Sancti Michaelis de Taxic, Guardianus et
minister, Pater fr. Sebastianus de AlirL __ Instituitur.
In Conventu Sanctae Mariae del Socorro, Guardianus et
minister, Pater frater Ferdinandus de
Velasco ------------------------------- Instituitur.
In Conventu Sancti Antonii de Senecu, Guardianus
et minister, Pater frater Josephus de
Paredes ____________·__________________ Instiuitur.
In Conventu Sancti Stephani de Acoma, Guardianus et
minister, Pater frater Lucas Maldonado ___ Instituitur.
In Conventu Sancti Joannis, Guardianus et minister,
Pater frater Philippus Montes ___________ Instituitur.
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In this Mother Mission of San Diego de Jemez, as rector
and pastor, Father friar Thomas de Torres _lnstalled. 8
In the Mission of Santo Domingo, as rector and pastor,
Father friar Juan del Val. (Bal) -~--------- Installed.
In the Mission of The Assumption of Zia, as rector and
. pastor, Father fi-iar Felipe Pacheco ______ Installed.
In the Mission of The Conception of the Villa [Santa
Fe], professor of theology, 9 and pastor-rector,
Father friar Juan del Hierro ______________ Installed.
In the Mission of San Ildefonso, as rector and pastor,
Father friar Andres Duran _______________ Installed.
In the Mission of San Francisco of Sandia, as rector
and pastor, Father friar Francisco Munoz __ lnl'!talled.
In the Mission of San Antonio of Isleta, as rector and
pastor, Father friar Francisco Gomez de la
Cadena _______________________________ _:__ Installed.
In the Mission of San Marcos, as rector and pastor,
Father friar Francisco Antonio Lorenzana __ Installed.
In the Mission of Santa Maria of the Angels of Pecos,
as rector and pastor, friar Luis de Morales __ Installed.
In the Mission of The Conception of Quarac, as rector
and pastor, Father friar Diego de Parraga __ Installed.
In the Mission of San Miguel of Tajique, as rector and
pastor, Father friar Sebastian de Aliri _____ Installed.
In the Mission of Santa Maria of Socorro, as rector and
pastor, Father friar Fernando de Velasco ___ Installed.
In the Mission of San Antonio of Senecu, as rector and
pastor, Father friar Jose de Paredes _______ Installed.
In the Mission of San Estevan of Acoma, as rector and
pastor, Father friar Lucas Maldonado ______ Installed.
In the Mission of San Juan, as rector and pastor, Father
friar Felipe Montes ______________________ Installed.
8. lnstituitur. These notations at the right margin are in a different handwriting, apparently that of the custodian's signature. He may have added the notations later.-L. B. B.
·
9. Lector. He was a professor of theology or philosophy.
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In Conventu Sancti Gregori de Abo, Guardian us et minister, Pater frater Ildefonsus Gil de Avila __ Instituitur.
In Conventu Sancti Laurentii de Pecuriez, Guardianus
et minister, Pater frater Antonius de Sierra Instituitur.
In Conventu Sancti Hyeronimi de Taoz, Guardianus
et minister, Pater frat. Antonius de Mora __ Instituitur.
In Conventu Sanctae Crucis de Galisteo, Guardian° et
minister, pr fr. Ioannes Bernal, Comissarius Sancti
Officii 1 o ------------------------------- Instituitur.
In Conventu Sancti Francesci de Nambe, Guardianus
et minister, Rctus Pater frater Ioannes
Zamorano ----------------------------- Instituitur.
In Conventu Conceptionis de Alona, Guardianus et
Minister, Pater frater Ioannes Galdo ______ Instituitur.
In Conventu Purificationis de Ahuicu, Guardianus et
Minister, Pater frater Petrus de Ayala ____ Instituitur.
In ConventU' Sancti Michaelis de Oraybi, Guardianus et
Minister, Pater fr. Josephus de Espeleta ___ Instituitur.
In Conventu Sanctae Annae del Alamillo, Guardianus et
Minister, Pater frater Salvator de San
Anttonio ----------------------------- Instituitur.
In Conventu Sanctae Mariae de Guadalupe, Guardianus
et Minister, Pater fr. Benedictus a
Nativitate ---------------------------- Instituitur.
CONCIONATORES 11 erunt:
In Conventu Conceptionis de la Villa, Pater fr. Ioannes del
Hierro.
In Conventu Sancti Francisci de Sandia, Rdus (sic) Pater
frater Ioannes de Iesus.
In Conventu Sancti Antonii de la Y sletta, Pater frater
Franciscus Gomez de la Cadena.
10. A com.issarius is detl.ned as an Apostolic emissary by authority of the Pope.
In Franciscan usage this title was given to the head of a band of missionaries going
to an unevangelized reiion ; ~t it was also given to the missionary who was placed
in charge of the caravan service of supplies.· Comissa;rius Sancti Officii, commissioner
of the Holy Office (the Inquisition); such an official was ststioned in New Mexico
from 1598 until nearly the end of Spanish rule.
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In the Mission of San Gregorio of Abo, as rector and
pastor, F'ather friar Alonso Gil de .Avila ____ Installed.
In the Mission of San Lorenzo of Picuries, as rector
and pastor, Father friar Antonio de Sierra ___ Installed.
In the Mission of San Geronimo (Jerome) of T'aos, as
rector and pastor, Father friar Antonio de
Mora ----------------------------------- Installed.
In the Mission of Santa Cruz (the Holy Cross) of
Galisteo, as rector and pastor, Father friar Juan
Bernal, commissioner .of the Inquisition 10 __ Installed.
In the Mission of San Francisco of N am be, as rector
and pastor, the Rev. (sic) Father friar Juan
Zamorano --------------------------------- Installed.
In the Mission of The Conceptic;m of Alona, as rector
and pastor, Father friar Juan Galdo _______ Installed.
In the Mission of The Purification of Hawikuh, as rector
and pastor, Father friar Pedro de Ayala ____ Installed.
In the Mission of San Miguel of Oraibi, as rector and
pastor, Father friar Jose de Espeleta _______ Installed.
In the Mission of Santa Anna of Alamillo, as rector and
pastor, Father friar Salvador de San Antonio Installed.
In the Mission of Santa Maria of Guadalupe, as rector
and pastor, Father friar Benedicto de Ia
Natividad --------------------------------- Installed.
The following shall be

MISSIONARIES : 11

In the Mission of The Conception of the Villa [Santa Fe],
Father friar Juan del Hierro.
In the Mission of San Francisco of Sandia, the Rev. (sic)
Father friar Juan de Jesus.
In the Mission of San Antonio of Isleta, Father friar Francisco Gomez de Ia Cadena.
11. Concionator, a special preacher, generally called missionary, who preached
missions, similar to revivals in other denominations.
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Et Vt animae infidelium noviter educatae, et Cathechizatae, habean Patres, qui dividan Panem, tamquam
ac Paruulos, et frangant Spiritu Appostolico, Divinam
Legem, signamus, et Constituimus Comissarios Appostolicos10 authoritate Pontificia:
In Converssione 12 nominata Cogninas, Patrem fratrem
Iosephum de Espeleta et Patrem Iosephum de Trujillo.
In Converssione nominata de Manssos, Patrem fratrem
Benedictum a Nativitate; et Patrem fratrem Ioannem
Albarez.
Et in Converssione nova nominata Summas, Reuerendum
Patrem fratrem Ioannem de Talaban, Patrem huius
Custodiae; et Patrem fratrem Nicolaum Hurtado.
Et ego frater Nicolaus Lopez Predicator Iubilatus, et
huius Almae Custodiae Custos, q. (qui) Prefui huic Capitulo
Custodiali, et omnia disposita Canoniceq. Diffinita, authoritate qua fungor, Ratione mei muneris, et Statutorum
Nostri ordinis et previlegiorum nostrorum, Confirmo, et
discerno astantibus, etiam, et subscribentibus Patribus Diffinitoribus, qui predictis electionibus, ascensunt ( conj : assensum) Prebuerunt: Omnibus precepimus per Sanctam obedientiam, in Virtute Spiritu Sancti sub pena excomunicationis
maioris, nemo sit ausus Renuntiare dicta officia, Vel ministeria, nisi transactis Duobus mensibus, 13 ne incidamus in
defectum, nostri muneris, quod est Satisfacere ad Regalem
Votum Nostri Catholici Regis Caroli Secundi, quem Deus
Custodiat ad nostram Defenssionem et Vtilitatem, tam quam
Legatum a Latere Summi Pontificis, et ad Comunem bonum
animarum fidelium, et infidelium huius novi orbis. Datum
in hoc Almo, et Religioso nostro Conventu Sancti Didaci de
12. Conversio, a missionary station or outpost. This title is here given to the
missionary stations which were to serve the unconverted Indians west of Oraibi and
near, and belo\V, "Paso del ·Norte"-where the mission of "Santa Maria of Guadalupe"
was located.
13. Nisi transactis duobus mensib?UJ, "No one shall refuse the said duties or
ministry, except after the lapse of two months." The friars were obliged to go to
their posts and remain there for two months, after which they might ask the C1tstos
to be .transferred if, say, conditions appeared to be hopeless.
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And, that the recently taught and catechized souls of
the unbelievers may have Fathers to feed them with
the Bread [of Life] and to impart to them as little
children the Divine Law in true Apostolic spirit, we
designate and constitute Apostolic Emissaries 10 with
papal authority:
In the Missionary· Districti2 named ''Coconinos," Father
friar Jose de Espeleta and Father friar Jose de Trujillo.
In the Missionary District named "Manssos," Father friar
Benedicto de la Natividad anrj, Father friar Juan
Alvarez.
And in the new Missionary District named "Summas," the
Rev. (sic) Father friar Juan de Talaban, a father of
this Custody, and Father friar Nicolas Hurtado.
And· I, friar Nicolas Lopez, Preacher Jubilatus and Superior of this Mother Custody, who presided over this
meeting of the Governing Board of the Custody (and everything was done and settled in accordance with Canon Law),
by virtue of the authority which I bear by reason of my
position and of the Statutes and privileges of our Order,
DO CONFIRM and ratify to all present and to all the
Father Diffinitors subscribing [their names hereto] who
have given assent to the aforesaid elections: [that] we have
enjoined upon .all by their holy obedience,· in the power of
the Holy Spirit, under penalty of major excommunication,
that no one shall dare to renounce said assignments or
ministries, unless after the lapse of two months, 13 ·Jest we
fall into default of our duty, which is to fulfil the royal vow
of our Catholic King, Charles II, whom may God preserve
to our defense and advantage, as a personal representative,
as it were, of the Supreme Pontiff, and to the common good
of faithful souls, and the souls of the unbelievers of this new
world. Given in this the Mother Mission of our Religion
(Order) , San Diego de Jemez, this thirteenth day of August
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Hemez, TerciaDecima die· Augusti, Anno Domini millessimo
Sexcentissimo Septuagessimo Secundo.
Frater Nicolaus Lopez
Custos (rubric)

Frater Andreas Duran
Diffini tor (rubric)

Fr. Phelippe Montes
Diffinitor (rubric)

Frater Ioannes Bernal
Diffini tor (rubric)
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in the year of Our Lord one thousand six hundred and
seventy-second.
Friar Nicolas Lopez
Custodian (rubric)

Friar Andres Duran
definitor (rubric)

Friar Felipe Montes
definitor (rubric)

Friar Juan Bernal
definitor (rubric)

